
Hello Families,  
  
I hope that you are doing well and have enjoyed the weekend. The holidays are a very 
busy time of year. I want to thank you for taking the time to support our school by 
helping your children be prepared for each school day.  
  
I wanted to give you an update to the items that we talked about at the beginning of this 
school year. We have two major initiatives happening this year. The first is a continuation 
of our STEAM initiative. Points of emphasis for our STEAM program this year are to 
increase teacher knowledge of relating STEAM ideas to the curriculum and increase 
teacher knowledge of basic STEAM techniques. We've had professional development 
trainings that speak directly to each of those points thus far and have other experiences 
planned. We're on track to meet both STEAM objectives. The STEAM Team at Pinebrook 
is diligent to help grade level teams continue the expectation of providing students with 
STEAM experiences every month.  
  
Please consider being part of the parent STEAM team for our school. Thank you to those 
that have joined so far!  Andrea Carroll, our PTA President, is the point of contact for the 
parent STEAM team. She can be reached at president@pnbpta.org. We know that we have 
many talented people in our parent population that love learning, building, redesigning, 
and sharing what they do. Join us and share what you know with the kiddos at Pinebrook. 
  
The second major initiative this year has been to standardize the reading program for 
grades 3-5. This has never been done before. The program we're implementing is called 
"Readers' Workshop" and is the complimentary program to the K-2 reading program 
named "Pathways to Reading." With the new grade 3-5 program, many of the strategies 
learned in the early grades are reinforced and then expanded upon to meet the needs of 
the older elementary student. Our reading specialists, Maria Zambanini  and Stephanie 
Fidler, are leading this initiative. Teachers have received regular professional development 
for this program and so far the program has been well received by the staff. The best part 
is that the skills learned in the K-2 program are directly connected to the skills learned in 
the 3-5 program, thus the students are able to have a steady reading program for many 
years. Students are able to continue to practice and refine their skills. It's our ultimate 
hope that with these consistent and complimentary programs that the students develop a 
love for reading that will continue into adulthood.  
  
On a different topic, I want to thank Andrea Carroll, Rachel Chintala, Briana Davis, Rose 
Brandberg, Laura Stapleton, Eric Ramey, Tawnya Ramey, Jodie Bollhorst, Kim Sullivan, 
Sandy Demaree, Andrea Robinson, and the rest of the PTA officers for what they've done 
for us this school year. We've had fantastic events so far and I can't wait to experience 
what's to come. Other volunteers are currently planning events that will be exciting and 
continue to build our community.  
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I want to encourage you to be part of these events. There are many, many different ways 
to volunteer at our school. A great school community is created when everyone works 
together. We have a core group of parents that consistently support our PTA 
and volunteer in the classroom. We'd like to expand the core group to include YOU! :) We 
are looking for other volunteers to have a greater part in what we do to further our 
schools vision, mission and culture. We have a very talented community, yet only a small 
amount of volunteers by comparison. Even the smallest of tasks can make a large impact. 
If you haven't yet, please find a way to be part of our school and bring a friend. We 
appreciate your time, talent, and cooperation. 
  
Please see the Sunday email messages regarding the events for the coming weeks.   

  
Here's what's coming up: 

 Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 1:15 -The Mercer Winter Band concert for students  
 Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 3:15- Dr. Avery directs students in "Jingle Bell Jukebox, The 

Flip Side"  

 Dec. 18 and 19  - Each grade level will celebrate Holidays Around The World where 
students learn about religious or cultural celebrations in various countries 

With the break right around the corner, we want to wish you all a very safe and enjoyable 
break. We hope that you have a chance to spend time with family and friends.  
  
Remember that the best gift is the one that makes you distinct as an individual. While 
presents are excellent and wonderful in many ways, nothing is more meaningful than 
sharing time with those who are special.  
  
All the best to you this holiday season.  
  
Peace to you, 
Mr. Thiessen 
  
 


